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THE 

EMPIRICK 

T  O  T  H  E 

I 

High-German  Phtsician. 

S  I 

F  T  B  R  returning  you  a 
Thoufand  Thanks  fur  the 
Favour  of  your  kind  Prcfcntj; 
which,  without  Flattery,  I 
aflure  you^  fold  much  better 
than  could  have  been  expeclf 
ed  at  fo  dead  a  Seafon  of  the  Year,  I 
thought  it  Time  to  comply  with  the  Re- 
quelt  you  formerly  made  me,  of  tranfmit- 

A  2  ting 


Learned 
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ting  to  you  the  Memoirs  of  fome  of  our 

Top  Modern  Quacks,  interfperfed  with  a 
fhort  Hiftory  of  the  State  of  Empirical 
Phyfick,  as  it  ftands  amongft  us  at  prefent 
in  this  Kingdom. 

This  illuftrious  Society  have  labour’d 
under  the  Want  of  an  Htftorian  ever  fmcc 
the  Days  of  TbiU  Horneck^  of  Sarcaftick 
Memory*  Hermoda^yl^  Gambol^  and 
IVildfirCy  ftand  recorded  to  Pofterity ; 
while  the  Quacks  that  have  fucceeded  them, 
would  in  a  few  Years  (but  for  your  Curio- 
fity)  have  funk  into  Oblivion,  and  have 
been  forgotten  of  all,  except  thole  whofe 
Conftitutions  they  have  ruined. 

Poor  ThiL  in  his  Lucubrations,  com¬ 
plains  heavily  of  having  improper  Medi¬ 
cines  impofed  upon  the  Publick,  through  the 
artful  Cunning  of  a  few  defigning  Knaves; 
but,  had  he  lived  ’till  this  Time  of  Day, 
what  would  he  have  faid,  to  have  feen 
Loads  of  Poifon  cramm’d  down  People’s 
Throats,  almort  whether  they  will,  or  no, 
and  that  too  by  a  Junfto  of  Fools. 

There  are,  you  muft  know,  Sir,  a  Set  of 
People,  who  at  prefent  engrofs  the  whole 
Circle  of  Practice  to  themfelves  *,  of  whom 
’tis  hard  to  determine  whether  they  have 
a  greater  Want  of  Honefty,  or  of  Under- 
ftandiijg :  A  Set  of  People  fo  much  the 

Enemies 
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Enemies  of  common  Senfe,  that  to  have 
but  a  moderate  Share  of  it,  is  with  them 
an  Offence  ;  and  to  have  any  Degree  of 
Learning,  a  Crime  unpardonable  :  A  Set 
of  People  without  Conduft,  without  Cou¬ 
rage,  without  Reading,  without  Know¬ 
ledge;  in  fhort,  without  every  thing-— 
except  Cunning ;  and  who,  amongft  them 
all,  poffefs  no  one  fingle  Talent  in  Per- 
feftion, - but  that  oflmpudence. 

This,  Sir,  is  their  Charafter  in  general :  , 

Now,  for  that  of  Robin  Sublimate^  their  x 
cipal ;  who,  with  not  fo  much  Learning  as 
an  Apothecary,  or  half  fo  much  Ad- 
drefs  as  a  Mountebank,  has  the  Impu¬ 
dence  to  write  himfelf  M.  2).  and  by  meer 
Dint  of  his  audacious  Front,  has  pufti'd 
himfelf  to  the  very  Top  of  the  Profeffion  I 

Doftor  Sublimate,  who,  I  dare  an- 
fwer,  will  forgive  every  Thing  I  have  to 
fay  of  him,  when  he  perceives  I  have 
given  him  his  Title ;  was  the  Son  of 
a  Country  Farmery  who  was  fo  far  from 
ever  dreaming  that  Bobb  would  come  to 
be  a  Firft-rate  Phyfician  that  the  old  Fel¬ 
low  fcarce  equippM  him  with  Latin  enough 
to  Decypher  the  Infcription  of  a  Gallipot, . 
or  to  conftrue  a  Dodor’s  Receipt,  much 
lefs  to  write  one. 
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Nature  was,  indeed,  fomething  kinder  to 
him  than  his  Parents ;  and  though,  out  of  pity 
to  Mankind,  fhe  would  not  truft  him  with 
any  large  Share  of  Capacity,  yet  fhe  fupplicd 
that  Deficiency  with  certain  fuccedaneous 
Qualities,  which  have  rendred  him  much 
fitter  for  that  Figure,  than  By  her  Favour 
he  was  defign’d  to  make.  Thus,  tho'  he 

be  void  of  fVifdom - yet  he  abounds 

m  Subtilty :  And  tho’  in  Truth;  he  has 
but  very  moderate  Parts, — yet  he  dif- 
guifes  that  Defeat  well  enough,  by  his  ha* 
ving  a  moft  immoderate  Aflurance. 

While  a  Boy,  his  Employment  was  to 
mind  his  Father's  Cattle ;  and  as  for  his 
Diverfions,  they  confifted  in  robbing  hi^ 
Neighbours  Orchards,  and  fuch  like  Tricks, 
which  he  committed-  from  a  certain  innate 
Difpofition,  that  has  ftuck  fo  clofe  by  him 
ever  fince,  that  he  has  even  in  the  mofl: 
exalted  Station  of  his  Life,  given  more 
than  one  Inliance  of  his  natural  Propenfity 
to  Thieving. 

When  he  firfi:  difcovcred  an  Inclination 
to  Phyfick,  he  became  a  great  Admirer  of 
the  regular  Praftice ;  and  as  foon  as  his 
outfide  Appearance  of  Virtue,  had  gain'd 
him  any  Share  of  Reputation,  he  engaged 
it  folely  in  Defence  of  its  ProfefTors,  againft 
the  Quacks  in  Vogue  j  which  made  him  fo 

much 
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much  the  Darling  of  his  Party,  that  tho’ 
his  Circumhances  were  very  narrow,  yet 
he  kept  up  the  Appearance  of  a  Fortune, 
and  had  his  Exigencies  continually  fupplied 
by  the  Indulgence  of  certain  Regular  Phy- 
ficians,  who  had  acquired  large  Eftates  by 
their  former  Praftice. 

By  their  Recommendation,  on  the  Me¬ 
thodical  Praftice  becoming  again  the  Mode, 
he  got  into  the  Service  of  an  old  Man  of 
Quality  j  where,  in  Gratitude  to  his  Bene- 
faftors,  he  ftudied  the  Temper  of  his  Ma¬ 
iler  ib  exaftly,  that  in  a  fhort  Time  he 
elbow’d  out  every  one  of  the  Faculty,  that 
were  about  him:  The  old  Gentleman  hap¬ 
pening  to  be  a  little  humorous,  and  being 
juft  come  to  a  great  Eftate,  which  obliged 
him  to  live  upon  it  out  of  his  own  Coun¬ 
try,  had  no  very  good  Opinion  of  his  new 
Tenants:  This,  Robin  improved  fo  well, 
as  to  perfuade  him,  that  he  would  infalli¬ 
bly  be  poilbn’d,  if  he  ever  took  a  Dole  of 
Phyfick  from  any  other  Hand  but  his  own. 
Thus  every  Body,  except  the  Creatures  of 
Doflor  Sublimate,  were  immediately  diF- 
mifs’d,  and  a  Set  of  his  own  Metallick  Re¬ 
lations  put  into  their  Places. 

Robin,  now  polTeft  of  his  Mailer’s  Ear, 
made  ufe  of  it  to  fill  his  Head  with  a  par¬ 
cel  of  the  oddeft  Whims  that  ever  were 
i'  heard 


heard  of.  He  made  him  believe,  that  the 
greater  Part  of  his  Tenants  and  Servants 
were  gone  wrong  in  their  Heads  ;  and  that 
it  he  did  not  order  them  to  be  taken  pro¬ 
per  Care  of,  ’twas  Ten  to  One  but  infome 
of  their  mad  Freaks  they  would  either 
turn  him  out  of  Doors,  or  chop  his  Head 
olF.  The  Old  Gentleman,  who,  from  the 
fmall  Time  he  had  lived  amongft  his  Te¬ 
nants,  could  not  poffibly  be  acquainted 
with  their  Humours,  left  Robin  to  take 
his  own  Meafures.  Upon  which  the  Do- 
ftor  very  fairly  falls  to  Cupping,  Bleed¬ 
ing,  Sweating,  Purging,  Vomiting,  and 
every  other  Evacuadon  he  could  think  of ; 
'’till  at  laft,  except  himfelf  and  his  Crea¬ 
tures,  there  was  fcarce  a  Soul  belonging 
to  his  Matter,  but  was  fb  exhaufted,  as  to 
be  fcarce  able  to  draw  his  Legs  after 
him. 

V/henever  any  of  the  Old  Gentleman's 
real  Friends  endeavoured  to  convince  him 
of  that  miferable  Condition  to  which  thofe 
about  him  were  reduced, and  the  Good  Old 
Man  from  the  natural  Generofity  of  his 
Temper,  began  to  fhew  any  Defire  of  Re¬ 
tt  refling  if,  Sublimate  us’d  to  ttare  hini 
full  in  the  Face,  feel  his  Pulfe,  bid  hioi 
put  out  his  Tongue,  and,  with  the  greateft 
feeming  Concern  imaginable,  alTare  him  he 
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was  -in  a  very  high  Fever,  and  that  it  was 
abrolutely  neceffary  for  him  to  have  the 
Emplajinm  Aureum  applied  to  the  Palms 
of  his  Hands.  This  Plaifter  was  a  certain 
■Quack  Medicine  that  Sublimate  was 
wont  to  ufe,  and  into  the  Compofition  of 
which  went  a  large  Quantity  of  a  certain 
fort  of  Op'mm^  which  was  fore  to  quiet 
all  the  Old  Man’s  Cares,  and  lay  afleep 
every  Apprehenfion  for  a  confiderable 
Time  after. 

Another  Artifice  ofRo bin’s,  was  the  Pre- 
tenfions  of  one  J  a  c  o  b  ;  who  from  an  old  mufty 
Pedigree,  had  taken  it  intohis  Head,  that  he 
had  a  much  better  Right  to  the  Old  Gentle¬ 
man’s  Eftate,  than  the  Old  Man  himfelf ;  and 
tho'  poor  Jacob  was  in  the  rnoft  indigent 
Circumftances  imaginable,  and  forced  to 
feek  a  precarious  Livelihood,  by  fneaking 
up  and  down  to  fuch  Gentlemen’s  Houfes, 
as  he  knew  had  formerly  been  acquainted 
with,  and  had  an  Efteem  for  his  Family, 
yet  Sublimate,  who  was  always  putting 
in  his  Oar,  even  in  the  Old  Gentleman's 
moft  private  Affairs,  dinn’d  it  perpetually 
in  his  Ears,  that  a  great  Part  of  his  Ten¬ 
nants,  nay,  and  even  fome  of  his  own  Ser¬ 
vants,  were  in  Jacobis  Intereft  ;  for  whofe 
fake  they  were  every  Day  attempting  to 
poifon  him,  and  had  fucceeded  in  it  long 

B  hdov^ 


before  now,  if  it  had  not  been  (fays  the 
Dotlor)  for  my  being  always  at  hand  with 
rny  preventive  Remedies. 

In  his  younger  Days,  as  I  told  you,  Sui- 
LI  M  ATE  profefs’d  a  moft  profound  Efteem 
for  the  Regular  Way  of  Praftice;  but  that 
was  only  to  ingratiate  himfelf  with-  the  Re¬ 
gular  Phyficians  :  The  other  Party,  tho’ 
they  were  Knaves,  were  Wits,  and  had 
fuch  an  Averfion  to  a  Blockhead,  that  they 
would  never  fuffer  him  fo  much  as  to 
come  amongft  them.  Honefty,  to  which 
he  made  a  high  Pretence,  was  what 
chiefly  recommended  him  to  the  Regulars  ; 
but  he  had  foon  like  to  have  open’d  their 
Eyes,  by  his  natural  Propenfity  to  being 
light-finger'd;  for  having,  fome  how  or 
other,  got  into  be  Dodur  to  a  Troop  of 
Horfe,  not  being  contented  with  the  Per- 
quifites  of  his  Office,  he  made  a  Shift  to 
fed  a  large  Quantity  of  Hay;  and  being 
^^catched  alrnofl:  in  the  FaQ:,  he  was  imme¬ 
diately  fent  to  Gaol,  and  was  very  like  to 
have  fwung  for't. 

Robin’s  Impudence  prov’d  now,  as  in¬ 
deed  it  has  upon  every  other  Occafion,  his 
be  ft  Proteftion :  He  not  only  deny'd  the 
Faft,  even  after  the  Proof  was  plain,  but 
cry’d  out  it  was  all  a  Forgery  of  the  Quacks, 
who  were  bint  to  ruin  him.  This  had  fuch 
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ait  Effeft  on  the  Regulars,  that  they  flip- 
ported  him  with  Money,  during  all  the 
Time  of  his  Imprifonment  ‘,and  though  they 
could  not  ftop  the  Profecucion,  yet  they 
found  Means  to  have  the  Sentence  mitigs- 
ted.  Sublimate,  in  return,  made  uie  of 
all  his  little  Rhetorick  to  abufe  their  Ene¬ 
mies,  and  v^as  continually  making  invec¬ 
tive  Speeches  againft  Hermoda^^yl^  Gam^ 
bolj  and  lVildfLre\  notwithftanding  which, 
fince  he  has  come  into  Praftice  himfelf  he 
has  turn’d  as  errant  a  Quack  as  the  wqrft 
of  them. 

On  his  firft-  coming  into  Play,  he  judged 
it  neceflary,  to  take  in  fome  body  who 
might  be  able  to  fupport  him  by  their 
Credit.  With  this  View  he  clapp’d  Charles 
Blufler  into  the  Surgery.  Charles  m||s  a 
Man  of  Family,  had  good  Intereft,  ipd 
fome  Honefty;  but  with  all  no  Conjurer  ; 
and  for  this  Bufinels,  the  moft  unfft 
Man  living :  He  had  a  clumfy  Hand, 
rough  Speech,  and  an  uncouth  Behavi-  ^ 
our:  He  never  examin'd  a  Patient  with¬ 
out  an  Oath  ;  nor  ever  gave  his  Opinion  in 
any  Cafe,  but  with  a  G-d  D-m  me.  la 
fine,  the  Man  would  have  done  w^ell  e- 
hough  as  a  Country  Squire,  for  which  Na¬ 
ture  defign  d  him  ;  but  being  thus  unluckily 
put  out  of  his  Road,  he  made  alinoft  as 
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great  a  Blockhead  in  the  Surgery,  as  Bob 
did  in  the  Praftice  of  Phyfick. 

Blufler^.  had  however  in  fome  Meafure 
the  Ear  of  his  Mafter ;  and  accompanying 
him  once  in  a  Journey  to  his  Native 
Country,  by  the  Advice  of  the  Brethren  of 
the  Bohts  there,  he  jumbled  together  an 
unaccountable  Pack  of  heterogeneous  In- 
gredientSj  to  which  he  gave  the  fwelling 
Title  of  Elixir  Magnum  TP actficum.  This 
Preparation,  on  his  Return  Home,  making 
Ibme  Noife,  and  Sublimate  as  yet  not 
knowing  what  Turn  it  would  take,  care- 
full]^  gave  out,  that  the  Whole  was  origi¬ 
nally  a  Prefcription  of  his  own ;  and  that 
Blujier  had  only  made  free  with  his  Re¬ 
ceipt  :  But  the  Medicine  foon  difcovering 
itfelf  by  violent  Operations  to  be  a  ftrong 
Cathartiek^  inftead  of  the  Anodyjte^  for 
which  it  had  been  received,  Bob,  with 
his  ufual  AITurance,  deny’d  his  knowing 
fo  much  as  a  Word  of  the  Matter,  and 
faid  with  a  Sneer,  he  had  often  advifed 
B Infer  againft  it,  and  caution’d  him  of 
its  Effe^f s :  But  fome  People,  adds  the 
Doftor,  will  be  pofitive  ;  and  fee  what 
Comes  on’t.  This  with  S  u  b  l  i  m  a  te’s 
throwing  the  Weight  of  fome  of  his  own 
Blunders  upon  him,  put  Blufler  into  fuch 
a  Paffion,  that  burning  his  Papers,  break- 
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ing  his  Lancets,  and  throwing  away  his 
Packets,  he  quitted  the  Surgery  in  a  Pet> 
and  lias  lived  in  the  Country  ever  fince. 

I  cannot  help  telling  you  here  an  Arti¬ 
fice  of  the  Doctor  s,  to  clear  himfelf  of 
the  Odium  fome  unpalatable  Aledicines 
had  brought  upon  him;  and  that  was  this : 
Whenever  any  luch  Bitter  Draught  was 
preparing,  Sublimate  took  Care  upon 
Ibme  Pretence  or  other  to  get  Bluffer  out 
of  the  Way,  and  to  officiate  himfelf  in  his 
Room :  If  the  Dofe  happen’d  to  be  a  little  too 
ftrong,  and  the  People  began  to  make  wry 
Faces,  and  complain,  Sublimate,  putting 
on  his  ufual  Grin,  was  wont  to  harangue 
them  after  this  Manner;  I  amextreamly 
concerned^.  Gentlemen,  for  what  has  liap- 
penM ;  but  I  hope  you  will  all  do  me  the 
Juftice  to  acknowledge,  it  was  none  of 
my  Fault,  fince  you  cannot  but  be  fenfi- 
ble  that  I  w^as  wholly  employ’d  in  the 
“  Surgery,  during  all  the  Time  that  Pre- 
paration  was  compounding/' 

Robin's  Affurance  was  a  very  valuable 
Qualification,  and  indeed  the  only  One 
that  could  poffibly  intitle  him  to  the  Cha- 
rafter  of  a  Great  Man ;  for  as  to  his  Ca¬ 
pacity  as  a  Phyfician,  to  fpeak  impartially, 
laving  a  tolerable  Knowledge  of  fuch  Sim¬ 
ples  as  are  of  our  own  Growth,  and  a 
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.  few  Terms  of  Art  he  had  picked  up  among 
‘  the  Regular  Phyficians,  he  was  a  down¬ 
right  Ignoramus,  not  in  the  leaft  ac¬ 
quainted  with  any  Branch  of  the  Materia 
Medica  as  its  imported  to  us  from  A- 
broad,  except  fome  few  French  Drugs,  the 
Virtues  of  which  he  took  uponTrufl:  from  old 
Doifor  Ballance^  an  Ecclefiaftical.  Quack 
of  that  Kingdom  :  But  as  to  a  Methodical 
Syftem  of  the  Ars  Fhyjica^  that  was  a 
Thing  for  which  Sublimate  had  neither 
Talents  nor  Inclination  to  mafter. 

As  to  the  other  LiberaLiSciences,  Bob  was 
fcarce  a  Smatterer  in  any  of  them ;  and  what 
is  ftill  ftranger,  was  fo  utterly  ignorant  of 
Geography,  that  he  one  Day  afferted  roundly 
in  a  Company  who  v^ere  talking  of  the 
coming  home  of  fome  Cochineal  from 
New-Sfain^  that  Fanama  and  For  to  Bell 
were  both  on  the  fame  Side  of  thtljimus 
FDarien.  This  Story  having  been  publickly 
laugh’d  at,  ^till  it  came  to  Sublimate^s 
Ears  again,  Poh!  (fays  the  Doctor)  with 
his  Grin  of  Difdain,  I  know  their  Situ¬ 
ation  as  well  as  any  of  them  \  but  I  had 
my  Reafons  for  making  that  Miftake. 

For  the  Servants  in  the  Houfe,  Robin 
had  them  all  in  his  Intereft  ;  his  only  Diffi¬ 
culty  was  with  the  Court-Leet,  which  by 
^  the  ancient  Cuftom  of  the  Manor,  ufed 

to 
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to  Infpe£l  the  Behaviour,  not  only  of  their 
Lord’s  Dbmefticks,  but,  in  fome  Cafes,  even 
that  of  their  Lord  himlelf.  The  Doftor 
was  now  and  then  confoundedly  puzzled 
with  them  ;  and  as  they  fet  yearly,  they 
would  have  given  a  great  deal  more  Trou- 
ble^  had  he  not  'perfuaded  the  Majority  to 
make  an  Experiment  of  his  Capacity  for 
Phyfickj  by  fuffering  the  Emflaflrum  Au- 
.  reum  to  be  applied  to  thcmfelves ;  which 
having  the  fame  Effeft  on  them,  as  I  told 
you  before  it  had  on  his  Mafter,  all  his 
Meafures  have  been  implicitly  approv’d 
of  by  both  ever  fince. 

Robin  remembring  how  much  of  Her-> 
modaByPs  Praftice  was  owing  to  his  judi¬ 
cious  Choice  of  Zanies,  Stage- fweepers, 
and  Shell-grinders,  was  cxtreamly  ardu¬ 
ous  therefore  to  follow  his  Example,  and 
furnifh  his  Stage  with  proper  Attendants 
in  all  thofe  Capacities.  But  as  the  Old 
Proverb  lays.  Like  Mafier  like  Man-,  lb 
Sublimate’s  fecond-hand  Qualities  were 
all  he  had  to  render  him  confpicuous; 
his  Retainers  alfo  were  of  the  fame  Stamp : 
An  infipid  Pertnels  pals’d  for  Wit ;  an 
audacious  Boldnels  for  intrepidity  of  Mind ; 
and  a  Flow  of  Words  with  a  Flatus  of  Ex- 
prellion,  was  taken  for  the  moft  fublime 
Elocution. 
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At  the  Head  of  thefe  was  Will  Addle 
the  Rope-Dancer,  whom  the  Dodfor  had 
preferr'd  forhis  eminent  Worthleflhefs.  This 
Fellow  was  the  oddeft  Compound  imagi¬ 
nable  :  He  fancy’d  himfelf  a  moft  excellent 
Speech-Makerj  tho^  to  the  Scandal  of  his 
Matter  (the  Palate  of  his  Mouth  being 
fallen  thro'’  the  Febris  G allied)  he  had  the 
moft  difagreeable  Snuffle  that  could  be : 
He  was,  however,  continually  haranguing 
the  People  on  the  V  irtues  of  S  u  b  n  i- 
MATx’s  poifonous  Packets;  nay,  and  had 
even  the  Impudence  fometiraes  to  attempt 
his  Defence  before  the  College  of  Phyli- 
cians :  He  had  a  good  deal  of  his  Matter’s 
Vanity;  and  never  mounted  the  Slack-Rope 
in  his  Life,  but  with  an  old  Piece  of  crira- 
fon  Ribbon  ty’d  Salhways  about  him ;  and 
this  Piece  of  Pride  being  foon  fpy’d  out  by 
the  Mob,  it  procured  him  the  Title  of 
Sir  William  amongft  tliem.  In  fine,  he 
had  all  the  Vices  of  Harry  Gambol^  with¬ 
out  either  his  Wit,  or  his  Capacity. 

WilPs  Matter-piece  was  talking  in  what 
the  Logicians  call  a  Circle ;  by  which  he 
fometimes  confounded,  and  molfly  tired 
out  his  Antagonifts ;  infomuch,  that  it  of¬ 
ten  happen’d,  that  rather  than  ftay  to  hear 
the  laft  of  Will’s  Nonfenfe,  thofe  that 
oppofed  him  went  away,  and  left  him 

and 
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and  his  Matter  to  boatt  of  what  they 
call’d  a  Viftory.  I  mutt  do  Addle  this 
Juftic^j  that  except  his  Matter^  I  believe 
no  Man  has  a  better  Stock  of  Affurance 
than  himfelf. 

Robin  was  not  without  his  Bungies 
toOj  as  well  as  his  Predeceflbr.  One  of 
_  that  Tribe,  who  firtt  fct  up  a  Stage  at 
Hereford^  and  then  at  Sarum^  was  the 
only  Man  of  good  Senfe,  and  a  folid  Uil- 
derttanding,  that  ever  was  .attached  to  his 
Party  :  However,  he  loft  by  it  all  his  Prac^ 
tice  with  the  People,  as  foon  as  this  At¬ 
tachment  came  to  be  known.  D— m  hhn 
lays  one,  we  fhall  have  him  mix  fome  of 
Sublimate’s  curs’d  Powders  with  his  Eye-* 
Water.  Nothing  more  likely.  Neighbour, 
lays  a  fecond  \  for  that  Rogue  has  a  natu¬ 
ral  Antipathy  to  a  Man  that  fees  clear. 
Why  truly,  reply’d  a  third,  I  had  always 
a  good  Opinion  of  Ben  Period  till  of 
late:  His  Eye-Water,  as  it  firtt  came  out, 
was  certainly  a  marvellous  good  Thing; 
bur  fince  his  Intimacy  with  that  D-m’d 
^ack>  the  Water  he  fells  you,  look  ye, 
is  no  more  like  what  it  was,  than  Chalk  is 
like  Cheefe: 

S  U  B  - 
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Sublimate,  who  is  himfelf  a  Fellow  of 
the  leaft  Confcience  this  Day  living,  has 
a  natural  Liking  to  Wickednefs  in  others: 
Provided  a  Man  has  neither  the  leaft  Spark 
of  Senfe  or  Honefty  in  him,  'tis  ten  to  one 
but  the  Doftor  prefers  him  to  fome  Poft  or 
other  about  his  Stage,  even  upon  the  llight- 
eft  Application ;  nay,  he  has  fuch  an  in¬ 
nate  Affeiftion  for  Corruption,  that  he  not 
long  ago  took  the  greateft  Pains  to  ftifle  a 
Profecution  againft  an  old  Drunken  Law¬ 
yer,  for  no  other  Reafon  in  the  World,  but 
becaufe  he  was  generally  reputed  almoft 
as  great  a  R— ge  as  himfelf 

But  when  I  am  talking  of  theft  Dons  in 
Phyfick,  I  ought  by  no  means  to  forget 
Doflor  Judas^  a  Foreign  Quack ;  from 
whom,  as  fome  People  lay.  Sublimate 
had  his  chief  Inftruftions  for  compofing 
his  Ele^uarium  Anodynum  Mirabile^  or 
his  Wenderfiil  Quieting  Electuary  of  Sevil- 
Oranges.  This  Fellow  is  fa  id  to  be  a  Low- 
Countryman  by  Birth,  but  ftudied  Phyfick 
at  Salamanca^  or  Segovia^  I  can’t  tell  which ; 
and  has,  in  his  Turn,  been  both  applauded 
and  exploded  half  the  Countries  in  Europe^ 
for  his  Chymical  Extraftions.  Su  b  l  i  m  at  e 
having  given  him  Shelter  of  late,  he  pre¬ 
tended, 
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tended,  out  of  Gratitude,  to  dilcoverto  him 
the  before-mentioned  Medicine,  boafting 
of  it  as  the  greateft  Secret  in  the  World 
for  allaying  Heats,  and  preventing  Erup¬ 
tions.  Robin  giving  an  implicit  Credit 
to  this  bold  Pretender,  began  to  magnify 
the  Virtues  of  his  Eleduary  out  of  Mea- 
fure,  i'^till  People  at  laft,  notwithftanding 
their  Spight  to  Sublimate,  began  to 
doubt  whether  there  might  not  be  fome 
Truth  in  it.  But  upon  Tryal,  alas!  it 
proved  another  of  Blujier's  Elixirs,  and 
inftead  of  an  Anodyne,  was  a  down-right 
Horfe-Purge,  and,  as  Ibme  underftanding 
People  fay^  was  at  the  Bottom  intended 
for  the  thorough  cleanfing  of  a  certain  Ger¬ 
man^  who  has  been  fince  found  to  have  a 
much  more  robuft  Conftitution,  than  was 
at  firft:  expected. 

Every  body  believed,  that  upon  this  fb 
palpable  a  Mifcarriagej,  even  Sublimate 
himfelf,  would  have  been  out  of  Counte¬ 
nance:  But  Robin  has  a  Complexion  of 
Brafsj  which,  like  the  Corinthian  Metal, 
is  no  where  elfe  to  be  met  with.  He  fliew'd, 
in  Appearance  at  leaft,  fcarce  any  Concern 
at  the  Accident,  and  doubled,  inftead  of 
retracing  his  Encomiums  on  his  Elefliu- 
ary.  I  affure  you  Gentlemen,  fays  the 

C  2  Do0:or,  . 
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Doftor,  ad  dre fling  himfelf  to  the  PubGck, 
that  this  Medicine’  will’  yet  perform  all 
that  I  have  promifed  for  it.  What  has 
happened^  was  owing  only  to  a  flight 
Mittake  in  one  of  my  Operators^  which  has 
caus’d  it  to  ferment  a  little  :  But  allow 
me,  fays  he,  three  or  four  Months  of  cold 
Weather,  to  fet  it  again  in  Digeftion,  and 
with  an  Addition  of  a  Chyniical  Oil,  or 
two,  which  at  fhe  firft  Preparation  w^re 
not  perfeftly  extra(£ted  in  my  Elaboratory, 
I  will  fo  exactly  adapt  its  Curative  In- 
tention  to  the  prefent  Epidemical  Scurvy, 
that  it  flhall  not  only  effectually  cleanfe  a- 
way  all  grofs  Humours,  but  alio  fo  tho- 
roughly  purify  the  Blood,  as  wholly  to 
eradicate  the  Seeds  of  the  Diftemper,  and 
certainly  prevent  thofe  Breakiiigs-out,  of 
which  moll:  People  appear  fo  apprehen- 
five  in  the  Spring.'’ 

Sueitmate’s  greateft  Perfection,  and 
what  has  indeed  been  the  chief  Means  of 
raifing  him  to  all  his  Greatnefs,  has  been 
anAptnefs  to  comply  with  the  Temperjand 
fuit  himfelf  to  the  Humours  of  whom  ever 
he  thought  it  his  Intereft  to  work  upon. 
Thus  it  happen’d,  when  his  Enemies  once 
prevail’d  to  get  him  turned  out,  and  pro¬ 
hibited  to  pradife,  Robin  on’  this  imrne^ 
i  '  d lately 


diatelygrew  Popular  j  all  his  Airsof  Great- 
nefs  forlbok  him  at  once  j  he  condelcended 
to  converfe  with  the  MeanefI:  of  the  People, 
or,  to  fpeak  with  Propriety,  he  began  to  re- 
alTume  himlelf;  “  It  is  a  great  Trouble  to  me, 
“  good  Folksj  fays  hcj  to  fee  you  reduced 
to  fo  lamentable  a  Condition,  and  to  fee  yc 
“  ftill  alfo  treated  after  fo  harlh  a  Manner : 
“  When  I  came  into  Praftice  you  cannot 
but  remember  that  Teccant  Humours 
“  aibounded ;  and  that  the  Symptoms  in 
“  general  of  your  Dileale  indicated  it  ft) 
“  ftrongly,  that  it  was  impoflible  for  me 
“  to  avoid  prcfcribing  you  a  low  Diet,  and 
“  taking  away  a’  little  Blood :  But  as  by 
“  Degrees,  I  had  by  my  Skill  difpelled  the 
“  Malignity  of  the  Diifemper,  and  found 
“  the  Sharpnefs  in  the  Juices  to  abate,  I 
“  intended  to  have  reftored  you  to  a  full 
Liberty  of  Diet,  and  to  have  left  it  to 
“  every  Man's  Choice  to  Eat  and  Drink 
“  as  he  pleafed.” 

This  Cant,  together  with  his  known  for¬ 
mer  Intimacy  with  the  Regular  Phyficians, 
foon  reftored  him  to  the  good  Graces  of 
the  Many  •,  who  never  left  muttering  and 
murmuring,  till  their  Lord'  took  hint  again 
into  his  Service :  In  a  Fortnight  after  which, 
the  People  made  not  the  lealt  Queftion  but 
'•  that 
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that  they  lliould  be  releafed  from  that  Load 
of  Pliyfick,  under  which  they  had  fo  long 
labour'd  and  be  futfered  to  eat  their  Beef 
and  Pudding  with  as  much  Freedom  as 
ever.  ~ —  But,  alas !  how  much  were  they 
miftakea  ? 

Sublimate  was  no  fooner  reinvefted 
with  his  Dodor’s  Gown^  but  it  reinftated 
him  in -all  his  former  Principles:  ,  Hb  be¬ 
gan  with  curfmg  loudly  all  thofe  who  had 
pradifed  during  his  Dilgrace,  and  fwore 
they  had  fo  poifonM  the  Bodies  of  all  their 
Patients,  that  it  laid  him  under  an  un¬ 
avoidable  Neceffity  of  beginning  the  whole 
Cure  de  novo.  Upon  this  Pretence,  Bleed- 
ing,  Purging,  and  Bliftering,  became  a- 
gain  in  Fafhion  ;  and  in  this  Trad  of  Eva¬ 
cuation,  by  the  Help  of  one  Excufe  or  an¬ 
other,  he  has  gone  on  ever  fince,  and 
treated  all  who  have  fallen  under  bis  Hands 
like  fo  many  Lunaticks ;  of  which,  I  confeis, 
their  having  ever  relyM  on  him  was  al- 
moft  a  pofitive  Proof. 

Next  to  his  Want  of  Capacity,  the  grand 
Source  of  all  Robin's  Errors  in  Pradice, 
has  been  his  exorbitant  Love  of  Money ; 
for  to  fo  great  a  Degree  did  it  polfefs  him, 
that  he  thought  no  Yillany  too  great,  no 

Adion 
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A<Sion  too  bafe,  by  which  it  could  be  ac¬ 
quired.  Unfatisfy’d  with  the  ample  Salary 
allow’d  him  by  his  Matter  for  his  Advice, 
and  the  vaft  Suras  he  made  otherwife  by 
his  Praftice,  there  was  not  a  Soul  with  whont 
the  Old  Gentleman  dealt  in  the  Way  of  Phy- 
fick,  for  himfelf  his  Family,  or  Tenants, 
but  Sublimate  found  a  Way  tqfqueeze: 
He  went  Halves  with  the  Apothecary,  took 
Poundage  of  the  Druggift,  and  expeSied  a 
Prefent  even  on  the  Admillion  of  a  Corn- 
Cutter. 

Do£l:or  Sublimate  was  the  moft  ve¬ 
hement  Accufer,  and  the  moft  vigorous  in' 
in  the  Profecution  againfl:  Hermoda^iyl  and 
Gambol^  for  thofe  Blunders  and  Villanies 
be  pretended  they  had  committed  when  tlie 
Vogue  of  Practice  was  theirs:  But  the 
Crime  on  which  he  infifted  moft  ftrenuoufly, 
was  their  near  Correfpondence  with 
felle  the  French  Quack.  Suppofing,  cries 
Sublimate,  they  could  clear  themfelves 
of  all  the  reft,  they  ought  to  be  bang’d,  if  it 
were  for  this  only.  There  is  (continues 
the  Do6lor)  fuch  a  DiflFerence  between  a 
French  and  an  Englljlo  Conftitiition,  between 
Fellows  bred  up  to  Soup  Meagre^  and  Sour 
Champaign^  and  our  Bold  Britons^  who  eat 
you  tw^o  Pound  of  •  Beef  at  a  Meal,  and 

drink 
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drink  you  a  Gallon  of  Beer  after  it,  that 
to  pretend  to  introduce  a  French  Method 
of  Cure  was  the  higheft  Mala  Traxis  that 
cou’d  be  and  there  may  be  a  Tendency  to 
Popery  and  Slavery,  for  ought  I  knew,  in 
every  Dofe  of  their  Phyfick. 

After  all  this,  would  any  Body  living 
•  have  believed,  that  when  Sublimate  had 
got  both  thele  People  turned  out,  and  was 
himfelf  crept  into  the  greateft  Part  of  their 
Bufinels,  that  he  would  have  fallen  into' 
the  fame  Error?  I  lay,  would  any  Body  in 
the  Courfe  of  a  few  Years,  have  expefled 
to  lee  Doflor  Robin  Sublimate  fo  de- 
lervedly  Famous  for  his  FhiUj>pck  Ora¬ 
tions  againft  the  Gauls.,  fall  lb  entirely  in¬ 
to  the  Fraxis  FartJianaj  and  avowedly 
corifels  the  higheft  Confidence  in  a  French  ' 
Phylician  ?  May  .we  not  juftly  exclaim, 

^empora  mutantm.,  y  ms  mutamur  in  Hits. 

But  I  had  like  to  have  forgot  a  Cha- 
raffer,  that  will,  make  one  of  the  moft 
fhining  Figures  of  any  in  my  Memoirs, 
which  is  that  of  Clumjy. 
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Clumjy  you  muft  know^Sir^  is  a  near  ReIa-« 
tion  of  Sublimate’s,  and  by  him  employ’d 
as  his  Agent  to  Dodor  Ballance,  The 
poor  Fellow  had  tlie  Misfortune  to  be  born 
a  Blockhead,  and  to  be  bred  a  Clodhop¬ 
per  :  But  fince  this  new  Preferment,  he  is 
become  fo  heterogeneous  a  Compound,  of 
French  Courtier  and  Englijb  Ploughman, 
that  you  never  in  your  Life  faw  fo  grotefque 

a  Creature,  - - r-  no,  not  in  the  ^l^intings 

of  old  Hemskirk.  But  what  is  word:  of  all, 
is,  that  he  takes  it  fometimes  into  his  Head 
to  (peak*,  and  when  he  does,  I  alTure  you 
he  does  not  do  it  the  leaft  out  of  Charac¬ 
ter  :  Funch  himlelf  could  not  make  a  bet¬ 
ter  Orator.  The  Court-Leet  thought  fit  a 
while  ago  to  enquire  a  little  into  Robin's 
foreign  Correfpondency.  Upon  this  up 
ftarts  Clumjy Meffieurs^  fays  he,  (with 
his  Right-Hand  pulling  up  his  Breeches, 
and  his  Left  in  his  Pockets,)  I  will  under- 
take  to  juftify  my  Kinfman  in  this ;  for  I 
manag’d  the  whole  Affair  for  him  my 
felf.”  And  with  that  falls  to  telling  them, 
in  a  ridiculous  Manner,  his  whole  Nego¬ 
tiation. 

Perhaps  having,  in  the  Courfe  of  tliefe 
Memoirs,  faid  fp  much  of  Dodor  Bal- 

'U  LANCE, 
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LANCE,  you  will  expeft  at  leaft  a  Sketch 
of  his  Charafter  from  me ;  which  I  con- 
fefs  is  a  Thing  a  little  out  of  my  Power: 
For  I  am  fo  much  of  Doftor  Sublimate^'s 
pr^ftine  Principles,  that  I  acknowledge  I 
have  very  little  either  of  Curiofity  or 
Concern  about  any  Thing  that  relates  to 
the  French  Nation:  However,  as  far  as 
I  can  inform  you  I  will.  He  was,  as  I  told 
you  before,  an  Ecclefiaftick ;  but  whether 
he  ftudied  Phylick  in  his  Intervals  from 
Divinity,  or  whether  he  minded  it  Iblely, 
without  troubling  his  Head  with  Divinity 
at  all,  there  I  own  I  am  at  a  Loft.  But 
this,  however,  I  will  venture  to  aifure  you, 
that  he  is  as  much  at  the  Head  of  the  Pro- 
feffion,  and  direfts  it  as  abfolutely  there, 
as  Bob  does  here:  Nay,  fbme  People,  who 
are  well  acquainted  with  both,  alTert,  that 
they  ftrongly  refemble  each  other  in  every 
Thing,  except  Parts  and  Learning  :  Except 
Parts  and  Learning,  I  fay ;  for  in  thofe  "tis 
confefs'd,  on  all  Hands,  that  the  Prieft  con- 
fiderably  out-ftrips  him. 

I  will,  however,  fupply  this  imperfeft 
Draught,  by  giving  you  their  joint  Behaviour, 
with  Regard  to  the  prelent  Epidemick  Di- 
ftemper :  I  don't  know  whether  I  may  juftly 
ftile  it  Epidemick,  or  no ;  but  tho’  it  ap¬ 
pears 
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pears  in  fo  many  different  Shapes,  yet 
the  Caufe  at  the  Bottom  being  ftill  the 
fame,  1  have  ventur’d  to  make  ufe  of  that 
Expreffion.  Like  Hyfterick  Fits,  however, 
its  Symptoms  are  various  j  fome  (particu¬ 
larly  a  certain  Foreign  Lady  of  the  firft 
Rank)  appear  a  little,  frantick  j  they  ftrut 
and  vapour  about  with  their  Arras  a- 
kimbo,  and  talk  of  nothing  elfe  but  War, 
Death,  and  Slaughter.  Others,  again,  are 
affefted  with  a  Chilnefs  through  all  their 
Limbs,  Cold  Sweats,  Faintings,  and  a  con¬ 
tinual  Pannick.  But  the  chief  Signs  which 
attend  it  through  all,  are  an  Oppreffion  on 
the  Lungs,  a  violent  Anxiety  of  the  Mind, 
and  an  almoft  intolerable  Burning  at  the 
Heart. 

Many  great  Phyficians  have  been  of  Opi¬ 
nion,  that  nothing  but  the  Opening  Sipk.it 
OF  M  A.RS,  can  ever  effectually  root  out  thefe 
Evils;  nay,  moft  of  the  Patients  them- 
felves,  leem  inclined  to  that  Method  of 
Cure.  But  whenever  it  is  mention’d  to 
either  of  our  Doftors,  Let  us  talk,  the  Cafe 
over  again  fays,  .Sublimate.  Ay,  ay,  an¬ 
other  Confultation,  cries  Ballance ; 
though  by  this  Delay,  their  Patients  are 
more  weakned,  than  they  would  be,  by  the 
Roughnefs  of  that  Preparation;  which  is 
R  all 
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all  the  Objeftion  they  can  make  againft  it. 
But  ’tis  no  wonder  at  all,  that  both  our 
Doftors  have  fo  ftrong  an  Averfion  to  this 
TinBura  Martis,  fince  ’tis  very  certain, 
whenever  that  Medicine  comes  into  Play, 
their  Run  of  Era£tice  will  be  immediately 
determined. 

Thus,  Sir,  as  well  as  I  can,  I  have  per¬ 
formed'  my  Promile]  and  as  any  Thing 
new  arifes,  you  lhall  be  fore  to  be  inform-, 
ed  by. 


SIR, 

■  '  I 

Tour  Obltgedy 

-  I 

Humble  Servant^ 

&c. 
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A  World  of  Quacks  : 

-t  .  <  •  .  - 


All  Men  turn’d  Th'^ficians^ 


A  New  BALLAD; 

Sung  on  Dr»  S  u  b  l  i  m  a  x  e  Stage  by 

Wi  L  L  Ad  D  L  E* 


7q  the  "Tune  of^  Of  Noble  Race  was  SUnlm. 

NO  longer  Qtiach  difparage^ 

Since  mi  Emperkk  the  Bajis^ 

And  Rmt  of  all^ 

Both  great  and  fmaUj 
Profejjion^  Poft^  and  Trade  iV, 

That  Emperick  the  Attorney j 

Each  Quirk  in  Lain  is  his  Tricky 
Whofe  Eil'long  BtUs^ 

Are  worfe  than  Pills^ 

And  Purge  us  more  than  PhyficE 
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^ach  Casting  City  Trader ^ 

A  Mountebank  out^lyes^  Sir^ 

While  damaged  Wares 
Are  found  he  /wears. 

That  you  may  give  his  Price,  Sir  6 

That  Errant  Quack  the  Parfon, 

To  common  Senfe  tho^  lofl  flill^ 
Thinks  every  Whim 
That  drops  from  him, 

Mup:  f acred  be  as  Gofpeh 

State  Empericks  the  "Worfi  are, 

Tho^  oft  in  higheft  Station, 

TVho  Bafe  and  Vile, 

Their  Prince  heguilej 
While  they  opprefs  the  Pfatiom 

Thus  plainly  have  I  floewn  ye 
The  Truth  of  my  AJfertions, 

What  Tricks  are  played 
In  evyy  Trade, 

By  Quacks  of  all  Profeffions* 

Hence  his  we're  grown  the  Scandal 
Of  Eu ROPE,  and  its  Shame,  Sir, 
Since  Impudence, 

Thd  void  of  Senfe, 

To  all  thats  great  lays  Claim,  Sir* 

F  I  N  I  S. 
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